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PEOPLE’S COLLEGE 
A HISTORY OF 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 


In his definitive history of Mississippi State College, 
published this year to commerrorate the seventy-fifth anni- 
versary of the founding, Dr. Bettersworth traces the story of 


a land grant college of the Deep South. 


Born of the ‘‘people’s college’’ movement, nurtured by 
the Grange, originally an agricultural college, Mississippi 
State added ‘“‘mechanics’’ in the 1890's, struggled through 
periods of turmoil, starvation, politics, and dissention, to 
emerge in recent years as a real ‘‘state college for all the 


estates.” 


With careful scholarship and a flair for writing, Dr. 
Bettersworth, a native Mississippian, has produced a readable, 
authoritative book that is a must for every student of Mis- 


sissippi history and education. 


TO BE PUBLISHED JULY 1, 1953 
xii, 471 pp., twenty illustrations $4.75 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA PRESS 


University, Alabama 
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We are also specialists in the manufacture of 


i AUDITORIUM SEATING FOLDING TABLES AND CHAIRS 

q CLASSROOM SEATING LABORATORY FURNITURE 

‘i CAFETERIA TABLES AND CHAIRS OFFICE FURNITURE 
CHURCH FURNITURE 
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WHITMAN DAVIS 


Forty-eight years of devoted public service will be ended when 
Whitman Davis retires June 30, 1953. This is the span of life that Mr. 
Davis has given to the cause of libraries in Mississippi. 


To Mr. Davis, perhaps more than to any one person, Mississippians 
owe a debt of gratitude for the present stage of development of library 
service in the state. It was the vision and foresight of Mr. Davis that 
was responsible for the organization of the Mississippi Library Association 
in 1909 and for the establishment of the Library Commission in 1926. 
It was he who for sixteen years was president of the Library Association, 
trying all the time to arouse public interest in libraries, holding on with 
courage and persistence when few besides himself seemed to care 
whether or not people had books to read. In HISTORY OF THE MIS- 
SISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, written by Mr. Davis, he says of the 
annual M.L.A. meeting in Houston in 1911, “There were few present. 
Very little was accomplished. There was little interest evidenced by the 
few librarians of the state and even less by the school teachers.” Mr. 
Davis appealed not only to librarians but expected all educators to 
become interested in working for library development. He did not con- 
fine his library interest to any one particular type of library, though his 
experience was with college libraries. He realized the importance of and 
worked for school and public libraries with equal enthusiasm. In recog- 
nition of his contribution to libraries in the state the Mississippi Library 
Association presented Mr. Davis with a set of books at the annual meet- 
ing in Jackson in 1946. 


Mr. Davis was ahead of his times in his ideas about libraries and 
some of the progressive methods that he advocated are just now being 
tried, or have not yet been attempted in the state. Thirty years ago he 
was talking about the need for library certification, for the organiza- 
ee of regional libraries, and for methods of getting books to rural 
readers. 


Whitman Davis was born in Kosciusko. He was married to Jennie 
Featherston of Macon. They have three daughters. His academic educa- 
tion was received at A. and M. College (now Mississippi State) and at the 
University of Chicago. He received a library certificate from Chautauqua, 
N. Y. Library School and a library degree from the University of Illinois 
Library School. For twenty years he was librarian at A. & M. College, 
beginning in 1905. In 1928 he became head librarian at the University 
and served in this capacity until he asked for less arduous duties and in 
1947 when a Director of Libraries was appointed he retained the title of 
Librarian. He was Chairman of the Mississippi Library Commission 1926- 
1933; Vice-President of Southeastern Library Association 1926-1928; 
State Director of Camp Libraries during World War I, organizing 
Camp Shelby Library in 1917; member of Library Commission of U. S 
Bureau of Education for making survey of Land Grant Colleges; member 
of Miss. Library Ass’n, S.E. Library Ass’n, American Library Ass’n, Pi 
Gamma Mu, Faculty Club of University of Miss; on Official Board of 
Oxford-University Methodist Church; Past-Master of Masonic Lodges in 
Starkville and Macon. 


Whitman Davis has made for himself a permanent place as leader in 
the movement to make libraries available to all the people in the state. 
His zeal for books as tools of education, his breadth of vision and his gentle 
spirit have characterized this leadership for which all future library 
development in the state will be indebted. 


After retirement Mr. and Mrs. Davis will live in their new home and 
friends may find them at 1287 East Fillmore, Oxford, Mississippi. 
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THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 St. Charles Ave. New Orleans 12, La. 


IS CELEBRATING THEIR 


IOTH BIRTHDAY 


June 11,1943 --- June 1, 1953 


WE LOOK BACK on the last ten years, grateful to you 
who have helped us by your loyal support, your friendly 
interest, and your helpful suggestions. We hope you 
feel a real share in celebrating this occasion which you 


have contributed to, and made possible. 


WE LOOK FORWARD to future birthdays of The J. B. C. 
and hope that we will continue to merit your support 


by giving the very best in the field of library service. 


Marry i MU Jenkins 
Cc 
and the Staff of 

THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
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ELIZABETH ROBINSON 


Miss Elizabeth Robinson was born in Sioux 
City, Iowa, but will make her home in Mis- 
sissippi, her state by adoption, when she re- 
tires from the staff of Mississippi State Col- 
lege within the next few months. 


Miss Robinson was the first Executive 
Secretary of the Mississippi Library Commis- 
sion. After holding responsible library posi- 
tions in Sioux City; Lincoln, Nebraska; 
Seattle, Washington; Medford, Oregon; St. 
Paul, Minnesota; and working for several 
years as librarian in A.L.A. headquarters in 
Chicago she came to Mississippi September 
1928, to direct the beginning of a state-wide 
library program. With an annual appropria- 
tion of $5,000 from the state legislature she 
was to establish an office, secure a staff, books and equipment and in- 
terpret to the people the need for and value of library service. This was 
pioneering in the truest sense and Miss Robinson had the courage and 
fortitude necessary for this strange new program in Mississippi. With a 
very small and not strong state library association to support the program 
and with, as Whitman Davis said, “a few who were interested,” Miss Rob- 
inson began the work. Records show that a great deal of field work was 
done, not primarily with libraries for there were few libraries to visit, but 
with clubs and organizations that had some interest in libraries, with the 
Mississippi Education Association and other educational and cultural 
groups. Through her wide association with professional librarians out 
of the state and close contact with A.L.A. many speakers and people of 
note were brought to the state to give valuable help and encouragement 
in the setting up of the library program. 


For almost four years the work of establishing a state agency went 
on and then the depression and the 1932 session of the legislature with- 
drew the state appropriation and to all intents and purposes the Library 
Commission was dead. But those legislators who thus decreed did not 
reckon with the indomitable spirit of this Iowa woman. Mijssissippi 


needed a state library agency and Elizabeth Robinson knew that once the . 


doors were closed it would be doubly difficult to get them open again. 
And so for many months she kept the doors open without state funds, 
working and hoping for the re-establishment of the state appropriation. 
Her faith was rewarded when in 1934 the legislature made a biennial 
appropriation of $7,500, a portion of which was to give Miss Robinson 
part payment for back salary and expenses incurred for the Commission. 
Federal funds became available to the Library Commission when the 
E.R.A., later W.P.A., library project was begun in 1934. For two years 
Miss Robinson directed the W.P.A. library project while serving as head 
of the Library Commission, then in July 1936 she left the Library Com- 
mission to devote full time as Director of the state-wide W.P.A. library 
program. During her administration of the project many of the present 
county-wide libraries were established. 


In May, 1939, Miss Robinson returned to Sioux City to be with her 
father through the last years of his life and returned to Mississippi in 
September, 1947, as reference librarian at State College. In the summers 
of 1946-1947 she worked with the Extension Department of State College, 
conducting library workshops in several areas of the state. 
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To Elizabeth Robinson goes the credit for holding on in spite of many 
discouragments until the Mississippi Library Commission was established 
and in making many friends for the state agency. As she retires to have 
a well earned rest there will go with Miss Robinson a feeling of apprecia- 
tion from many people in the state for the contribution she has made to 
the way of life in Mississippi and the best wishes of friends for many 
happy years ahead. 


4). 


THE LIBRARY SITUATION IN MISSISSIPPI (1916) 


By Whitman Davis 


The following article, quoted in part from the Bulletin of the Mississippi 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, published in 1916, holds interest for its 
historic value and for comparison with the library situation in Mississippi 
today. Mr. Davis was at that time librarian at Mississippi A. & M. College, 
now Mississippi State College. In the introduction the writer speaks of his 
efforts to cbtain information from school, college and public libraries and 
from County Superintendents of Education. His efforts to get reports were 
not successful in a great many instances. The introduction to the article 
closes with the following statements: 





“As a state we have accepted the obligation to foster education with 
public funds, but we have gone only part of the way. It has been well 
said that it is almost criminal for the state to teach the child to read and 
then not to provide good books for him to read. The obligation to provide 
suitable libraries cannot be side-stepped by our state, if she is to be in 
the forefront of those states that are making adequate provision for the 
education of their people.” 


The accompanying statistical data give an idea of what has been provided 
in the way of libraries, and are suggestive of the large field for development, 
which as yet has hardly been touched. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Biloxi — The King’s Daughters Library was established in 1898 and 
was the first library free to the public. It has 4720 volumes and 570 pam- 
phlets. There were 179 books and pamphlets added last year. It is kept 
open 42 hours a week and 501 people are registered borrowers. It is 
supported by gifts. The librarian thinks that interest in reading books 
might be stimulated by having good modern books to loan. 


Brookhaven. — The public library was established in 1906 in the city 
hall. It has 3000 volumes, 104 of which were added last year. It is sup- 
ported by city appropriations and by an annual membership fee of $2. 
It is free for reference to everyone, but for circulation to members only. 
It is kept open 36 hours a week, and there are 82 registered borrowers. 
The library had its beginning in a few books donated to the ladies by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 


Clarksdale. — The Carnegie Public Library was opened to the public 
in April 1914. It has 2250 volumes of books and 50 pamphlets. There 
were 550 books and pamphlets added last year. About 1000 volumes were 
donated. The library is supported by city appropriations and is free to 
the residents of Coahoma county. It is kept open 35 hours a week and 
there are 612 registered borrowers. Dewey Decimal classification is used. 


Columbia. — The Public Library is installed in the county court- 
house. It was established in 1910 and now has 600 volumes. The city 
makes an appropriation for its support and the members pay an annual 
library fee of $1. There are 150 registered borrowers. In 1905 a teachers’ 
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library was started but it was discontinued in 1910, when the books were 
given as a nucleus for the present public library. 


Greenville. — Greenville Public Library was opened on April 5, 1913. 
The movement for a public library originated in the Civic Improvement 
Club. The Library Association was organized and money was raised by 
subscriptions for the purchase of books. When the library was opened 
for business, there were 5000 volumes, 200 of which were donated. There 
are now 7000 volumes. The library occupies rented quarters. It is free 
for reference to everyone and for circulation to members, to the children 
of Greenville, and to both adults and children in Washington county out- 
side of Greenville. It is supported by city and county appropriations and 
membership fees. It is kept open 66 hours a week. It is classified ac- 
cording to the Dewey Decimal System. 


Greenwood. — The Carnegie Public Library was established in Oct- 
ober, 1914. It has 3370 volumes and is supported by city appropriations. It 
is free for reference and circulation to the citizens of the city of Green- 
wood and LeFlore County, there being 920 registered borrowers. It is 
kept open 48 hours a week. It is classified according to the Dewey Deci- 
mal System. 


Gulfport. — The Public Library had its beginning in a small library 
started by the King’s Daughters in 1906. The money was raised by enter- 
tainments and in various other ways. On January 1, 1915, the number of 
volumes had increased to 1500, and it was decided to donate them to the 
city for a public library. Since that time the city has maintained it in 
the city hall as such. There are 1600 volumes and more than 500 regis- 
tered borrowers. It is free to the citizens of Gulfport and is kept open 
30 hours a week. 


Hazlehurst. — The Public Library had its beginning in a modest way 
in the home of its present librarian. At first there were only 14 volumes— 
all fiction. Through the combined efforts of the 3 women’s clubs it has 
grown gradually to its present proportions of more than 1000 volumes. 
It occupies rented quarters, is supported by city appropriations and 
membership fees, meets its obligations promptly, and is kept open 10 
hours a week. The growth of the library forms an interesting chapter 
in the history of the city, and other towns and cities of moderate means 
would do well to follow its example. 


Holly Springs. — The Clayton Library was organized in 1886 through 
the efforts and sacrifices of one or two consecrated women, who had 
caught a vision of real service. It was closed after two years, and not 
reopened until 1897, since which time it has helped many people to a 
fuller appreciation of good reading. There are now 2270 volumes in rented 
quarters. The city furnishes the lights; the librarian gives her services 
for 2 hours a week; and a membership fee provides the support fund. 


Houston. — The Carnegie Public Library was established in October, 
1909. It is supported by city appropriations and is free to the citizens of 
the town. It has 1200 volumes, 100 of which were added last year. It is 
kept open 36 hours a week, and there are 400 registered borrowers. 





Jackson. — The Carengie Public Library was opened to the public 
in January, 1915. It has 2557 volumes and 2100 registered borrows. It is 
kept open 48 hours a week. 


Meridian. — Carnegie Public Library No. 1 was established in June, 
1913. It has 8996 volumes and 500 pamphlets. It is supported by city appro- 
priations and gifts, and is free to the citizens of Lauderdale county. It has 
the hearty co-operation of the city schools and various clubs. It is kept 
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open 72 hours a week. It is classified according to the Dewey Decimal 
System. 


Meridian. — Carnegie Public Library No. 2 is maintained by city 
appropriations exclusively for negroes. There are 3000 volumes and 1000 
pamphlets. There were 1000 books and pamphlets added last year. The 
library is doing good work with the schools and clubs of the city. It is 
kept open 48 hours a week. 


Natchez. — The Fisk Memorial Subscription Library was established 
in 1883 and has 3500 volumes. It is free for reference but not for circula- 
tion. Membership fees, together with a small city appropriation, consti- 
tute the support fund. The library is maintained in rented quarters and 
has had a struggle for its very existence. 


Natchez — The Agnes Z. Carpenter Library is situated in the school 
building, which was a gift of J. N. Carpenter. The library was opened 
and made free to the public in January, 1914. There are 7961 volumes, 327 
of which were added last year. The library is supported by gifts and is 
free to the citizens of Natchez and community, there being 850 registered 
borrowers. It is kept open 47 hours a week. It is classified according to 
the Dewey Decimal System. 


Okolona. — The Carnegie Public Library was opened to the public in 
August, 1915. It has 1573 volumes and is kept open 42 hours a week. It is 
supported by city appropriations, membership fees, and gifts. 


Port Gibson. — The Claiborne County Library was organized in 
January, 1915, under the auspices of the Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, and is supported by membership fees and donations. It is housed 
in the office of the county superintendent of education. It has 368 vol- 
umes and 50 pamphlets. It is kept open 6 hours a week, the librarian 
giving her services. 


Vicksburg. — The Carnegie Public Library is under construction . 


West Point. — The Carnegie Public Library was established in 1915. 
It has 1500 volumes and is kept open 38 hours a week. It is supported by 
city appropriations, membership fees, and gifts. It is free to the public, 
and there are 273 registered borrowers. It is classified according to the 
Dewey Decimal System. 





The Yazoo Library Association was presented with a 
handsome library building in 1901 by Mrs. Ricks. It is supported by city 
appropriations, membership fees, and gifts. It has 6,000 volumes. It is 
kept open 40 hours a week. It is free to all members and to school chil- 
dren, there being 170 registered borrowers. 


Carnegie Library Grants Made To Mississippi 


Amory, Clarksdale, Greenwood, Gulfport, Houston, Jackson, Laurel, 
Meridian, Mound Bayou, Okolona, Vicksburg, West Point. 


Meridian has two separate buildings, one for the white people and one 
for the negroes. The library at Mound Bayou is for the negroes of the 
town and community. 


A municipality or county desiring a donation from the Carnegie 
Corporation will be required to furnish the building site and an annual 
support equal to 10 per cent of the original gift for the building. Experi- 
ence has proved that it is unwise to accept one of the Carnegie gifts unless 
provision can be made for an annual support equal to 15 per cent of the 
original gift for the buildings. 
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The county library is the most recent type of public library. It is 
being adopted in a number of the most progressive states. This kind of 
library can be used for both the town and the county. Our State Legis- 
lature has not yet made any provision for the county library, but when 
suitable laws are passed the county can have its public library with 
necessary branch stations suitably located so that all the people in the 
county can have free access to it. The’Carnegie Corporation will make 
grants to the county library and will consider each case on its merits. 


COLLEGES AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College Library has 2000 volumes 
and 1000 pamphlets. It is supported by school funds. It is kept open 18 
hours a week and is used by students, teachers, and their families. One of 
the teachers is the librarian. The library was established in 1871, when 
the State purchased the property from the Presbyterian Church. Not 
many volumes have been added since. The support fund is used primarily 
for the purchase of periodicals. The president of the school thinks that 
the library is hardly worthy of its name. This school is the land grant 
college for negroes. 


All Saints College at Vicksburg has a library of 1500 volumes. 


Belhaven College at Jackson has a library of 1400 volumes and 300 
pamphlets. It was established in 1911, and named Elizabeth Harvey 
Library in honor of a member of the faculty who, at her death, bequeathed 
a number of books, which formed the nucleus of the present library. It 
is free to faculty and students and is supported by gifts. It is kept open 
40 hours a week. 


Blue Mountain College Library has 4700 volumes and 1000 pamphlets. 
It was established 25 or 30 years ago and occupies quarters in one of the 
school buildings. It is partially supported by student fees and is kept 
open 45 hours a week. There were 100 volumes added last year. The 
library is free to the students, faculty, and residents of the town. The 
whole community takes a great deal of interest in the library. 


Cathedral Commercial School Library at Natchez has 1500 volumes 
and 100 pamphlets. It was established in 1913, being the gift of a friend. 


It is supported by gifts. It is free to students and is kept open 60 hours a 
week. 


Grenada College Library at Grenada has 2500 books, 100 of which 
were added last year. A library fee of $1.50 is charged each student, and 
additional support is received from the North Mississippi Methodist Con- 
ference of the M.E. Church South. 


Gulf Coast Military Accademy Library at Gulfport has 600 books, 
all of which have been added since 1914. It is supported by school funds. 


Hillman College Library at Clinton has 3000 volumes and is supported 
by student fees. It is free for reference to everyone and circulation to 
students and faculty. 


Jefferson Military College Library at Washington has 3000 books and 
1500 pamphlets. It was established in 1820 and contains some valuable 
material. It is housed in the main college building and is supported by 
fees and gifts. It is free to students and is kept open 15 hours a week. 


Mary Holmes Seminary at West Point, a school for negroes, has a 
library of 1500 books. The school was established in 1892 and belongs to 
the Freedman’s Bureau of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. The school 
is supported by gifts of the church. The library is free to teachers and 





LIBRARY NEWS 





Save Your Library Money --- - 
ON 


CLASS A BINDING 


LET US DO YOUR WORK 


Tuscaloosa Library Bindery 
CLAKEY BELL, Owner 
“Library Binding a Specialty” 


1222 BROAD STREET TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 


- - - “BOUND TO PLEASE” - - - 
























SINCE 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


New Orleans 12, La. 


ASK about our plan for increasing your book budget by 
sending discards and duplicates for credit. 


Subscriptions to all magazines and periodicals handled 
promptly. 


Send us your Want List of out of print books. Search and 
quotations submitted without obligation or cost. 


Wholesale and Distributors 
For All Publishers 


WE SUPPLY ANY BOOK 
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pupils, about 125 of whom are registered borrowers. The Dewey Decimal 
System of classification is used, and the librarian has had some apprentice 
training in a Middle Western library. 


Meridian Academy has 3000 books, 1000 of which were added last 
year. 


Millsaps College Library at Jackson occupies a modern building, 
which was the gift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie and Major R. W. Millsaps, 
the former giving $15,000 for the building and the latter a like amount 
for its endowment. There are 14631 volumes, 800 of which were added 
last year. The library is supported by endowment, fees, and gifts. It is 
free to students and others known personally to the library staff or facul- 
ty. It is kept open 36 hours a week. It was established in 1892 and the 
present building was erected in 1906. It is classified and catalogued. 


Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College Library had its be- 
ginning simultaneously with the college. The Legislature makes appropri- 
ations for the salaries of the librarian and the assistant librarian, but 
nothing for the growth and maintenance of the library. The students pay 
an annual library fee, which provides all the available funds for pur- 
chasing books, periodicals, etc. There are 27,000 books, 2431 of which 
were added last year; 73,581 unbound periodicals; 12,113 pamphlets, and 
38,909 duplicates. More than 12,000 books and periodicals are circulated 
outside of the library annually. The library receives about 350 current 
periodicals, and spends more than $300 annually for binding periodicals 
and books. The librarian, one trained assistant, and two working boys 
constitute the library staff. There are more than 45,000 separate visits 
made to the library annually by the public. The reading room is kept 
open 61 hours a week and 364 days in the year. There are more than 1200 
students enrolled in the regular session and several hundred in the sum- 
mer term. The library is free to these and the campus community for 
circulation, and to the people of Starkville and surrounding country, when 
the books can be spared. It is free to everyone for reference. Some books 
have been loaned to persons at a distance. Books have been borrowed from 
other libraries for persons doing serious study. The women’s clubs of 
the campus and Starkville have made good use of the library. Some 
assistance has been rendered to schools over the state in getting their 
libraries started and catalogued. The librarian has tried to encourage 
the establishment of libraries in the state and has made a few visits to 
towns for that purpose. Dewey Decimal System is used. 


Mississippi College Library at Clinton occupies its own building and 
has 4000 books. It is supported by school funds and membership fees. 
It is free to the students and the college community. It is kept open 36 
hours a week. It is classified according to the Dewey Decimal System. 


‘ ne Conference Training School Library at Montrose has 200 
ooks 


Mississippi Deaf and Dumb Institution Library at Jackson has 2391 
volumes. It is supported by state appropriations and is kept open 36 hours 
a week. It is free to pupils, teachers, and officers of the institution. 


Mississippi Heights Academy Library at Blue Mountain has 1000 
books and 2000 pamphlets. It was established in 1904 and is supported 
by membership fees. It is kept open 7 hours a week. 


Mississippi Industrial Institute and College Library, Columbus, has 
10,500 books and 800 pamphlets. It is free to students, faculty, and 
alumnae. It is kept open 62 hours a week. The staff consists of a trained 
librarian, an assistant librarian, and four student assistants. The Dewey 
Decimal System of classification is used. The library has a card catalogue. 
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Mississippi Institute for the Blind at Jackson has a library of 750 
books, 100 of which were added last year. It is supported by State ap- 
propriations. 


Mississipp State Library is reported to have about 90,000 books, al- 
though the biennial report to the Legislature does not give the number. 
About 2000 volumes are added every two years. This is the only informa- 
tion that could be secured in regard to the State Library. 


Mississippi State Department of Archives and History has a number 
of volumes of books but the number is not given. This department is 
rich in historical data of the State and it ranks among the very best col- 
lections of archives and history in the United States. The large collection 
of manuscripts is well kept. 


Mississippi State Normal College Library, Hattiesburg, has 1600 books 
and 50 pamphlets. It is free for reference and circulation to the students 
and faculty. It is kept open 43 hours a week. The Dewey Decimal System 
of classification is used. The librarian has had some training in the 
University of Tennessee summer school. 


Mississippi Synodical College Library at Holly Springs has 1000 vol- 
umes of books. It is supported by the college. 


Mississippi Woman’s College at Hattiesburg has a library that is sup- 
ported by student library fees and is kept open 20 hours a week. The 
number of volumes was not reported. 


Port Gibson Female College at Port Gibson has 1500 volumes and 500 
pamphlets. There were 200 books and pamphlets added last year. The 
library is supported by membership fees and is kept open 30 hours a week. 


Rust College at Holly Springs for negroes has 2700 books in its library. 
It is kept open 15 hours a week. It is supported by school funds. 


Saint Aloysius College at Vicksburg has 600 books in its library, which 
is supported by school funds. It is free to students and faculty and is 
kept open 5 hours a week. 


Southern Christian Institute at Edwards, a school for negroes, has 
1200 volumes in its library, 100 of which were added last year. It is sup- 
ported by school funds, gifts, etc. It is kept open 30 hours a week. The 
librarian has had some apprentice training and several years of practical 
experience. 


Tougaloo College at Tougaloo, a school for negroes, has 4000 books in 
its library, which is supported by gifts. The librarian gives her services 
. Not very many additions are made to the library because of lack of 

unds. 


University of Mississippi Library has 30,000 volumes. It was estab- 
lished in 1849. It occupies a handsome Carnegie building, which cost 
$50,000. Mr. Carnegie gave $25,000 and the University gave a like amount. 
The library is kept open 66 hours a week and is free to everyone. It is 
supported by Legislative appropriations, which at times have been rather 
liberal or would be so considered at the present time. For instance, in 
1870 an appropriation of $5000 was made for the purchase of books and 
periodicals. Some work is done with clubs of the campus and of the city 
of Oxford. The Dewey Decimal System of Classification is used. The 
staff consists of the librarian and three student assistants. In 1849, Hon. 
Jacob Thompson donated some valuable books to the University which 
became the nucleus of the present library. In 1854, there were 3000 vol- 
umes; in 1856, 4000 volumes; in 1875, over 6000 volumes; and in 1886, 
over 12000 volumes. The old ‘library building was completed in 1890 ata 
cost of $11,500. This building is now occupied by the Law School. 
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Young Men’s Christian Association of Tupelo has a library of 300 
volumes. It is free to members of the Y.M.C.A.” 


HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


(Space does not permit including all information about school libraries. 
The author gives details covering libraries in 42 county agricultural high 
schools which have 5541 volumes and 122 high schools with 58427 volumes.) 


Under “Conclusions and Recommendations” the writer says, “The 
foregoing library survey discloses the fact that with one or two exceptions, 
public libraries have had their beginning in Mississippi since 1900” ... 
“The public library has come to stay and it deserves the support of all 
the people. It is the one institution where all, both young and old, go for 
information and inspiration. While the public school is intended primarily 
for the child, the public library is open to both adult and child, thereby 
proving its right to a liberal support. The public library and the school 
are co-ordinate institutions and each has its part to play in the economy 
of life. The library takes the child even before the school is through with 
him and continues his education through life. 


“College libraries have had their beginning simultaneously with the 
colleges themselves, and thus are not of so recent origin as the public 
libraries. For instance, Jefferson Military College Library was established 
in 1820, and the University Library in 1849. These and other college 
libraries have exerted a potent influence on the lives of our people, and, 
in a large measure, have been responsible for so many well selected 
private libraries in the state. It is a regrettable fact that our college 
libraries are not being developed as they should be to meet the increasing 
demands made upon them. There should be trained helpers in sufficient 
numbers to catalogue all books, bulletins, and pamphlets properly so that 
the public could have access to all the material in the library. While this 
is needed to be done in all kinds of libraries, it is especially needed in 
college libraries to meet the frequent needs of the students in the course 
of their regular study. 

In a majority of the high schools no part of the school funds is 
used for the purchase of books for reading. Usually the library is started 
and maintained with the net proceeds of pay entertainments, etc. Just 
why our teachers are forced to resort to such measures is a question that 
we would do well to seek to answer. It seems that it would be quite as 
proper for them to have to resort to such measures to secure money to 
pay their own salaries. The fact that this condition is allowed to exist is 
due probably to the fact that the school library in Mississippi is not yet 
looked upon as a necessity, but rather as a luxury. Only recently the 
writer heard an educator, the father of several children, make the state- 
ment that the public schools have no need for school libraries. There 
need be no great surprise that the public are seemingly so indifferent to 
this important subject, when an experienced teacher fails to appreciate 
the need... 


“Perhaps the greatest indifference and waste in school libraries are 
to be found in the common schools. There is absolutely no system in the 
control of these libraries. The county furnishes money to assist in the 
starting of the school library, yet the county superintendent neglects to 
give it proper supervision after it has been started. A great many of the 
books are allowed to be lost during the summer months. In many of the 
counties, the county superintendents do not know how many libraries 
are in their counties nor the number of books in any of the libraries. The 
present method is wasteful . . . 
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“For several years the writer has been observing library conditions 
in Mississippi, and he has come to the conclusion that our present wasteful 
and inadequate method of handling school libraries should be changed. 
It is also a matter of common knowledge that public library facilities are 
inadequate. Our people are entitled to as good opportunities for self 
improvement as those enjoyed by the people of other states. The county 
free library law would seem to provide the most feasible library system 
for Mississippi.” 


Space does not permit reprinting the entire article but the writer’s Pro- 
posed County Library Law is of particular interest in the light of library 
legislation passed since 1916 and of some recommendations that have not 
become law in which librarians continue to be interested, particularly certifi- 
cation of librarians. Recommendations regarding library legislation include 
A County Library Law, which would enable the Board of Supervisors to 
establish a county free library to be supervised by a county board of trustees 
composed of five members appointed on staggered terms. The county library 
board would select a librarian who had been certified by a Board of Exami- 
ners. The proposal provides for a State Board of Examiners to pass on the 
certification of librarians. 


Another interesting proposal is made: “The state librarian shall 
annually call a convention of county librarians, to assemble at such time 
and place as he shall deem most convenient, for the discussion of ques- 
tions pertaining to the supervision and administration of the county free 
libraries, the laws relating thereto, and such other subjects affecting the 
welfare and interest of the county free libraries as shall properly be 
brought before it. It is hereby made the duty of all county librarians to 
attend and take part in the proceedings of such convention. The actual 
and necessary expenses of the county librarians attending the convention 
shall be paid out of the county free library fund.” 


It will be remembered that the Mississippi State Library Commission was 
not established for ten years after this article was written (1926) and this was 
done primarily through the efforts of Mr. Davis, pioneer library leader and 
president of the Mississippi Library Association for about sixteen years.. 


4). 
U 


WORKSHOP FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIANS 


The annual workshop for public librarians was held May 8th and 
9th, 1953, at the Library Commission. The workshop period was shorter 
than usual due to the fact that those participating in the American Heri- 
tage Project were meeting immediately following the workshop. 





The workshop began at three o’clock Friday afternoon with a social 
hour. This was a get acquainted occasion when Librarians met each other 
and members of the Library Commission staff over the coffee cups. At- 
tractive exhibits had been set up by Martha Couty and Louise McCarley 
and some very original ones displayed that were made and loaned by 
Margaret Peebles, Circulation Librarian, State College. 


It was a privilege to have a distinguished visitor, Mr. Jack Spear, who 
came both for the workshop and the American Heritage meeting. Mr. 
Spear is director of the project from the A.L.A. office and is also presi- 
dent elect of the Public Libraries Division of A.L.A. 


At 3:30 those present separated into three group meetings. 


Annie Bess Roberts, Capital Branch Supervisor, led the discussion 
on Staff Relations and Other Problems. 
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To begin discussion Miss Roberts distributed sheets containing several 
ideas which might be discussed and, though there was not time to cover 
all of those listed, the group found them so intriguing that it was hard to 
close the meeting at closing time. Regarding the question “This is what 
I wish my library school had taught me,” several said that schools had 
taught too much on the positive side and did not give them sufficient 
warning of some of the problems they would meet. Library schools 
should also give more attention to financial records and library book- 
keeping. Under the discussion of “Staff Meetings” there was great 
variety as to recommended frequency and subjects discussed. It was 
agreed that staff meetings are necessary and should be carefully planned. 
It was felt that only the librarian should represent the library in meetings 
with the board of trustees, though other members of the staff might be 
called in occasionally to get acquainted and to learn about policies. If 
the staff is made aware of the library program and its objectives they 
can give better service. A standard salary scale and program of annual 
increases should be established by the library. A staff bulletin board is 
a good means for keeping staff informed of current news. 


The administrators’ roundtable was led by Jeanne Broach assisted 
by Lura Currier. Each librarian present told of the pressing concerns 
in her particular situation that she felt she would like to bring to the 
group for their consideration. 


An interesting common thread ran through the list of the problems 
presented. Highest on the list were two outstanding subjects: (1) The 
need in Mississippi for a union catalog and (2) The question of wage scales 
and job classification. Other problems ranged from the building con- 
cerns expressed by Pearl Sneed whose Jackson library is engaged in the 
largest public library building program in the history of the state to the 
details of administration as seen and felt by the one-man librarian. 


The question of the union catalog was not new to these librarians. 
The very fact that its need is so grave is a testament to the rising quality 
of library service being given by the librarians and being demanded in 
the state by library patrons. Acting upon a recommendation made by Dr. 
Kuhlmann some three years ago, the librarians appointed Jeanne Broach 
to approach the University of Mississippi to see if something could be 
worked out through their library to set up and operate a union catalog. 


Standards for salaries and job classifications discussion began when 
the union catalog talk subsided. Each librarian analyzed her salary 
problems and the group faced realistically the scarcity of library workers 
and discussed freely the varying qualifications needed in various types 
of employees. 


If the success of any meeting is marked by the participation of its 
members, this administrators roundtable was indeed a success. To say 
there was no lack of enthusiasm is an understatement. No chairman ever 
had less trouble getting a group to express themselves. The only dif- 
ficulty was in keeping everybody from talking at once. In commenting 
on the enthusiasm and interest of the librarians present, Jack Spear re- 
marked, “No professional paralysis has set in here.” 


Of course, all of the problems of all the administrators in all the 
Mississippi libraries were not solved. Indeed, they weren’t even all 
mentioned. However, this phase of the workshop is only the beginning, 
according to the participants, of what will continue to be a clearing house 
for library questions on the administrative level. 


Everybody wanted to know — most eagerly and most earnestly — 
what everybody else was doing about this and that. At a second session 
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of the group on Saturday morning it was decided to continue these dis- 
cussions at the public library section meeting when M.L.A. meets in 
Biloxi October 23-24. 


Library Tools And Practical Problems 


Were discussed by a third group, with Martha Couty leading the 
discussion. 


Miss Couty first explained the routines of handling mail received at 
the Library Commission and the process of filling requests for books and 
information. All letters in regard to requests for books, renewals, lost 
books, etc., should be addressed to the Library Commission rather than 
to an individual. She emphasized the importance of giving as full in- 
formation as possible, in regard to subject requests, giving as an example 
the different types of books on engineering which would be sent to an 
engineer and to a boy interested in the subject as a vocation. 


Some ideas were presented on getting people to use the library for 
more than fiction or other recreational reading. A basic reference col- 
lection, some periodicals, and up-to-date non-fiction on subjects of interest 
to the people of the community were considered essential for libraries 
with even the smallest budget. Among the useful materials discussed 
were The Subscription Books Bulletin, Vital Speeches, Consumers Re- 
search Bulletin, and the free pamphlets and periodicals available from 
the various State agencies. 


Mr. Jack Spear visited the group, and in answer to a question as to 
his experience with the effects of television on the use of the library, 
expressed the opinion that after the new wears off in an area, television 
has little or no bad effect on the use of the library, and in many cases 
stimulates it. 


At a general session Friday evening Eunice Eley welcomed workshop 
participants and asked them to make free use of Library Commission 
facilities, to take time to look at exhibits and take home books for summer 
reading. She spoke of the dilligent effort put forth by members of the 
staff in preparation for the workshop in her absence from the office just 
preceding the meeting. The program was planned by Martha Couty, Lura 
Currier and Fanny Taber. 


Mr. Spear was introduced and spoke of the pleasure of meeting Mis- 
sissippi librarians and appreciation of their enthusiasm and library inter- 
est. 


The Library Commission, in an effort to provide some audio-visual 
aids, has purchased a slide projector and camera and is making slides of 
various activities in the state. These slides were shown and their use 
explained. 


This was followed by a buzz session in which all members were 
divided into four groups to discuss and report on various problems. The 
group which buzzed on the subject of the value of workshops decided 
that the annual state workshop should be continued, and in addition it 
would be helpful to have one-day area workshops that would reach a 
greater number of librarians and trustees. Another group decided that 
for libraries large and small Subscription Books Bulletin, Readers Guide 
and C.B.I. are valuable tools and that every library should have a catalog, 
simple or expanded, according to size of library. It was agreed that an 
agenda, prepared and written by the head librarian in advance of board 
meetings, was a businesslike, time-saving method of making board meet- 
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ings more purposeful and interesting. Volunteer help was discussed and, 
though agreed that volunteers often take more time to supervise than 
their services are worth, they may be used to good advantage if used in 
the proper capacity and well directed. The panel of experts who advised 
on the reports given were Mr. Spear, Manie Berry, Mrs. Cecil Jennings 
and Mrs. P. H. Pittman. 


On Saturday morning there were two group meetings. The library 
administrators continued their session with Jeanne Broach as leader. 
Other librarians met in a group to discuss GETTING BOOKS READ. 
Carey Moore, Assistant Librarian, Northeast Regional Library, led the 
discussion on children’s reading and Harvey T. Mowrey, Assistant and 
Reference Librarian, Meridian Public, led the discussion on adult reading. 


Miss Moore began by an illustration, with a blackboard drawing by 
Betty Galyean, of a house showing that the foundation of children’s 
reading is built on a philosophy of book selection, while the wall, roof, 
doors, each represent factors which go into establishing a planned reading 
program. The summer reading club was discussed with various ideas as 
to the best type of reading program and the merit of awards rather than 
“prizes” for children’s reading. It was stated that awards have a superior 
advantage since awards may be won by any number of readers who 
measure up to a minimum standard, while prizes are limited to one or 
only a few and maybe discourage those who cannot hope to win the prize. 
The idea of giving a certificate, stars or some kind of inexpensive recog- 
nition is more valuable than giving a money prize. (Most libraries cannot 
afford the money anyway.) Often the child who reads the most books does 
not develop into the best reader. Miss Tabor emphasized the value of 
reading good books rather than many books and said that all children 
should have ample opportunity to enjoy the fine books which are every 
child’s literary heritage. She stated that children can and do appreciate 
the great classics if they are given to them with understanding and ap- 
preciation by the librarian. The following is a list of recommended titles 
which Miss Taber has compiled since the workshop as those that should 
be given to every child at the proper age. 


Fables, by Aesop. Macmillan $2.00 Children’s Classics. 

First Bible, arranged by J. W. Maury. Oxford $3.00 

Little women, by Louisa Alcott. Little, $2.00 Illus. by J. W. Smith 

Fairy tales, by Hans Andersen. Dutton $2.25 Children’s Illustrated 
classics. 

Arabian nights, edited by Andrew Lang. Longmans, $2.50 

Pilgrim’s progress, by John Bunyan, illus. by Robert Lawson. Lip- 
pincott, $2.50 

Alice in Wonderland, by Louis Carroll. Macmillan $2.00 Children’s 
Classics. 

Don Quixote, by Cervantes. Dodd $2.75 Illustrated by Walter Crane 

Adventures of Pinnochio, by Carlo Collodi. Macmillan $2.00 Chil- 
dren’s Classics 

Last of the Mohicans, by J. F. Cooper. Scribner $3.00 Illus. by N. C. 
Wyeth 

Robinson Crusoe, by Daniel Defoe. Houghton $3.00 Illus. by E. 
Boyd Smith. 

Wind in the Willows, by Kenneth Grahame. Scribner $2.00 

Fairy tales, by the brothers Grimm, illustrated by Wanda Gag. Cow- 
ard McCann $2.75 


Uncle Remus, by J. C. Harris. Appleton $2.50 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIANS: 
To do the best job for your library, you need a copy of HUNTTING’S 
STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG which includes over 6,000 titles offered 
in four styles of bindings, with helpful commendations of book selecting 
organizations indicated. 
If you are not already on our mailing jist, send for your copy today. 

HUNT SING Also, available on request: 

HUNTTING’S CATALOG of NEW JUVENILES 

An annotated list, issued each Spring and Fall 

HUNTTING’S MONTHLY LIST 
Includes with comments, current Adult Fiction and Non-Fiction 
THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 

BOUND 29 Worthington Street Springfield 3, Mass. 
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Wonderbook and Tanglewood Tales, by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
Houghton $3.00 


Rip Van Winkle and the Legend of Sleepy Hollow, by Washington 
Irving. Macmillan $2.00 Children’s Classics 


Tales from Shakespeare, by Charles and Mary Lamb. Macmillan 
$2.00 Children’s Classics. 

Blue Fairy Book, by Andrew Lang $2.50 

Mother Goose Nursery Rhyme Book, Ring o’ Roses, illus. by L. L. 
Brooke. Warne $3.00 

Take of Peter Rabbit, by Beatrix Potter. Warne .85 


Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, by Howard Pyle. Brandywine 
edition. $3.00 


King of the Golden River, by John Ruskin. World $1.50 Rainbow 
Classics 


Ivanhoe, by Walter Scott. Houghton $3.00 Riverside Bookshelf. 
Home Book of Verse for Young Folks, by B. E. Stevenson. Holt $4.75 


Treasure Island, by R. L. Stevenson. Illus. by N. C. Wyeth. Scribner 
$3.00 


Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain. World, each 
$1.50 


Adam of the Road, by E. G. Vining. Viking $3.00 
Swiss Family Robinson, by J. D. Wyss. Macmillan $1.50 


(Most of the above are in several editions. We have tried to select 
the most satisfactory.) 


In the discussion of adult reading Mr. Mowrey suggested the use of 
the pamphlet and clippings file to supplement the small library holdings. 
He spoke of the necessity of close relations with clubs, industries and 
business people in letting them know the materials that the library has 
available and said that specialists in various fields could be very helpful 
in suggesting books that the library should buy on certain subjects — of 
course, one of the purposes in getting suggestions from various people is 
that they become interested in the library for themselves and their friends. 
There was emphasis on the use of the radio, newspaper, telephone and 
displays in advertising the library resources. It was established that 
every library should have a telephone which should be used freely by 
the public, as this is a modern method of business communication and 
the library can use it to great advantage. 


Some general conclusions regarding the effectiveness of the work- 
shop are: A better program can be prepared if those who are coming will 
notify the Commission longer in advance. Effort is made to plan a pro- 
gram of special interest to those who will take part and this is made very 
difficult by not knowing far enough in advance who will come. The 
Library Commission will give notice of meeting dates longer in advance 
so that librarians may make the necessary preparation. It is also a dis- 
advantage to have people come for part of the workshop period and not 
be able to stay for the entire meeting. 


4). 
v 


AMERICAN HERITAGE EVALUATION MEETING 


Jack Spear, National Director of the American Heritage Project, and 
R. E. Dooley, National Counselor and Director of leadership training, 
added enthusiasm and information to an evaluation conference of Ameri- 
can Heritage leaders and librarians, May 9 at the Library Commission in 
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Jackson. Twenty-five leaders and librarians at two lively sessions looked 
critically and appraisingly at themselves, at the quality of their discus- 
sions, and at the future of the program in Mississippi. They were: 


Clarksdale, Anona Jenkins, Librarian; Corinth, Carey Moore, Librar- 
ian, Eddie Bishop, Leader; First Region, Kent Flowers, Librarian, 
Emmie Ellen Wade and Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, Leaders; Greenwood, 
Fred Witty, Seth Wheatley and D. K. Kelley, Leaders; Greenville, 
Jean Wilson, Librarian; Jackson-Carver Branch, Mrs. R. S. Lyels, 
Librarian, James Gooden, Leader; Laurel, Nell Davis, Librarian, 
Mary Mobberly and David Gross, Leaders; Meridian, Jeanne Broach, 
Librarian and Harvey Mowrey, assistant, Mrs. Isham Mann and Mrs. 
Beatrice Childress, Leaders; New Albany, Mrs. W. F. Smith, Librar- 
ian, Mrs. Tom Hunt Cole, Leader; Port Gibson, Mrs. Gilbert Stovall, 
Leader; West Point, Lucile Miller, Librarian, Mrs. Augusta Zuber 
and Gene Hopton, Leaders; Library Commission, Mrs. Eunice Eley, 
Director. Others attending were: Mrs. Lura Currier, Fanny Tabor 
of the Commission Staff, Mrs. C. C. Clark, Project Director. 


The purpose of the American Heritage Project is to offer the citizen 
in the local community through his public library an opportunity to think 
and talk with other citizens about his American heritage and its con- 
temporary application. Reports at the conference indicated that this 
purpose was successfully achieved. Approximately five hundred men 
and women participated in the twenty-six organized groups. How well 
further goals and objectives were achieved, were not so easily measured, 
but with certainty trends were apparent. There was evidence that group 
members learned something of the technique of thinking critically and 
objectively about present day problems. We quote typical statements: 


“To begin with, members of our group showed considerable sub- 
jectivity in expressing themselves. There was a great deal more 
airing of personal opinions than objective thinking. It was not long 
however before they were ready to evaluate their contributions more 
objectively and in terms of reading materials, and overall purpose.” 
“Whether the members of my group did any objective thinking, they 
certainly recognized what objective thinking is and that it was a good 
thing.” 


“T am not sure that we wanted to change attitudes, but rather to 
present facts on all sides of an issue as a basis for more effective 
thinking and action.” 


“IT noticed a willingness on the part of the group members to read 
materials of opposing points of view, and with it a growing tolerance 
toward people who held opposing views.” 


“We are learning in our group how to read! (no mean accomplish- 
ment) Rarely did we have a meeting that the dictionary and ency- 
clopedia did not have to be produced.” 


“Actually people changed their attitudes in our group. There were 
those who were shocked to find there were different ways of thinking 
about certain issues.” 


As a result of such discussion it is not too much to believe that the 
quality of citizenship participation in public affairs will be improved, and 
this is a major objective of the Project. 


The participating library itself has benefited from the American 
Heritage discussion group. All during the conference we heard such 
statements as these: 
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“It has taken the library beyond its regular function of providing 
information, and often with a ‘here it is come and take it attitude’ 
to a more active role that calls attention to information and actually 
provides a means whereby people can discuss it together. It is just 
good public relations.” 


“Freedom of expression is being challenged to-day. Well may the 
library become the one place where people can read what they want 
to, and say what they want to in an atmosphere that permits freedom 
from fear.” 


“As a Trustee of the Library I am going to recommend to the Board 
that group discussion becomes a permanent feature of our Library 
program, even after financial aid is not available.” 


The ultimate proof of the project’s value is assured by the number 
of group members who want to continue. Practically every group mem- 
ber said on an evaluation sheet that he would like to join a similar group 
next year. The requests for new groups is mounting rapidly. Young 
people’s groups are definitely in the Mississippi picture for another year. 
One sponsoring library that had four groups last year will have six an- 
other year. Leaders are so interested and concerned that they are willing 
to lead two groups during the year. In answer to this question to a librar- 
ian, “was it too time-consuming?” came the reply, “Oh, Yes it was most 
time-consuming but it was worth every minute it took.” 


Any library that is interested in participating in the American Heri- 


tage Project next year should write to the Library Commission Project 
Office for information as soon as possible. 


rf 


NEWS FROM COLLEGE LIBRARIES 
by 


Samuel J. Marino 





An Open House honoring Whitman Davis was held in the University 
of Mississippi Library, Sunday afternoon, May 17. Before the guests be- 
gan arriving, Mr. Davis was presented with a gift in honor of his twenty- 
five years of service as Librarian. The sponsoring groups for the recep- 
tion were the Library, the Library Staff Association and the Department 
of Library Science. In further recognition of his service to the Univer- 
sity, Mr. Davis received a Citation from Chancellor J. D. Williams at the 
Commencement on May 31. 


Miss Augusta J. Sykes, who has been with the M.S.C.W. library in 
various departments since 1919 has announced her retirement. She plans 
to continue to make her home in Columbus where she has always resided. 
Last year Miss Sykes presented the library with a series of valuable his- 
torical scrapbooks in memory of her father, Capt. E. T. Sykes. She is a 
member of the M.L.A. and Alpha Beta Alpha. The good wishes of many 
librarians go with her as she leaves the library profession. 


This column is pleased to report a significant milestone in the history 
of higher education in Mississippi. Both of the major institutions of higher 
learning have granted doctorates. State College in February granted a 
doctor of philosophy in Agronamy, and the University in May granted two 
candidates the degree of Doctor of Education. 


Mr. Harold S. Latham, Vice-President of the Macmillan Company 
presented to the University of Mississippi Library some two hundred 
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volumes selected from his personal library. Some of the volumes are 
priceless for their association value because for many years, Mr. Latham 
was editor-in-chief of Macmillan and in some cases the books he gave to 
the Library are written and inscribed by famous literary figures whom 
he discovered. Some of the presentation volumes are limited editions 
which will qualify them for the rare book room. 


1300 unique and valuable books have been presented to the M.S.C.W. 
library by Mr. and Mrs. Seth A. Meek of Newberry, South Carolina. 
These volumes with imprint dates ranging from 1752 to the present are 
from the library of Mr. Meek’s ancestral home, Meek Place, which has 
become a feature of the Columbus pilgrimage. The collection contains 
some first editions; i.e., Lowell’s “A fable for critics,” 1848; Mrs. Brown- 
ing’s “Aurora Leight,” 1857; Scott’s “Lord of the isles,” 1843; “Poems” 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1836. Of special interest are curiosa, i.e., “Illus- 
trations of lying in all its branches,” by Amelia Opie, 1857; biographies 
of literary people written by their contemporaries; i.e., Thomas Moore’s 
“Memoirs of Richard Brinsley Sheridan,” 1853; “Memoir of Wordsworth,” 
by January Searle, 1752. Appropriate to M.S.C.W. are domestic items; i.e., 
“Lady’s Annual register and housewife’s memorandum book,” by Caroline 
Gilman, 1838; “Letters to a young lady,” 1830; and two diplomas from the 
Columbus Female Institute, dated 1880 and 1856. 


More than one hundred books on historical and literary subjects have 
been given to the M.S.C.W. library by the Hon. John F. Frierson, retired 
attorney of Columbus and former head of the Palmer Orphanage. The 
books include a fine set of the Mississippi Historical Society publications 
and an interesting quarto volume. “The Confederate Soldier in the Civil 
War, 1861-1865” which contrasts with a new volume on the same subject, 
“Divided we fought,” ed. by David Donald, 1952. 


The Millsaps Library can boast of several innovations and additions 
during recent months, according to Miss Bethany Swearingen, librarian. 
Staffwise, a replacement and an addition may be noted. Following the 
resignation in October of Mrs. Colley F. Sparkman as cataloger, Miss 
Madge Spiva was elevated to this position. Miss Spiva came to the 
Millsaps Library in 1951 from a very successful term of service with the 
Louisville High School. Also, an additional staff member was employed 
last month — Miss Thomasina Blissard, who serves as circulation librar- 
ian. 

On April 16, M.S.C.W. library science students visited the Ivy Shop, 
local book and gift center, to see an exhibition of 300 current children’s 
books on loan from the American Booksellers Association and the Chil- 
dren’s Book Council. 


The traveling exhibit, Das Deutsche Buch, was at the University 
Library from May 18 to June 15. This exhibit is made available by 
Stechert-Hafner, Inc. of New York and is designed to disseminate infor- 
mation about recent German books. 


Miss Margarete Peebles of State College participated as a member 
of the faculty on the Institute of Public Relations which was conducted 
by the American Hospital Association in cooperation with the South- 
eastern Hospital conference held in New Orleans April 6-7, 1953. Her 
talk was entitled “The Trustee’s Responsibility in Telling His Hospital’s 
Story.” 


Miss Peebles included a visit to the University of Miami Library while 
on her April tour. 


Another April traveler from State College was Mrs. Celia Pope 
Campbell who visited the libraries of the University of Tennessee, Univer- 








e% »* 
i At RN De Nestle Nie 


SS 






























LIBRARY NEWS 69 








ee 











sity of North Carolina, North Carolina State College and Duke University. 
She also spent part of a day at the meetings of the Alabama Library 
Association in Huntsville. 


Before beginning her work as junior cataloger at the University of 
Mississippi in September, Miss Norma Fay Beeman of Newton, recent 
M.S.C.W. graduate, plans an extensive tour of Europe and the British Isles. 


The Association of College and Reference Libraries has recently ap- 
pointed state representatives to coordinate the work of the A.C.R.L. 
among the states. Donald Thompson, Director of Libraries at State 
College, has been asked to serve as the Mississippi Representative for 
1953-1954. 


Jottings from Delta State reveal above all else the numerous activi- 
ties of Eleanor Harkins, Librarian. Miss Harkins, who is a niece of Whit- 
man Davis, spoke in January to the P.T.A. of Pace, Mississippi on the 
subject of Reading Interest of Children. She represented the profession 
on Career day at Hazlehurst. In March, she talked with a group of Home 
Economics seniors at Merigold regarding library work as a career. She 
met with the Cleveland library committee a number of times relative to 
a public library building in the community, speaking to a dinner group 
of fifty people representing the various organizations of the city. At the 
invitation of the President, she addressed the faculty of Delta State dur- 
ing a regular meeting, discussing the role of the library in the institution. 


Delta State has begun putting uncataloged new books on open 
shelves in a browsing area approximately twenty-four hours after being 
received. The books circulate. The plan, Delta State reports, is very 
popular with borrowers. The University, using a more or less standard 
devise, places all new books after complete processing on an open shelf 
in the main lobby. The books stay on the new books shelf ten days and 
then circulate to prospective borrowers who have signed a slip which 
was in the book. 


Delta State plans to offer one course per quarter in library science 
with the fall term 1953. Credit will be given in the education department, 
and the work designated to meet State Department of Education require- 
ments. 


State College Library, in cooperation with the Graduate School, has 
compiled A Bibliography of Theses Written at Mississippi State College 
Between 1901 and 1952 and Cataloged in the College Library. The list 
will be published in June. This Column is assuming that libraries in 
Mississippi may have a copy on request. 


Also from State College comes word that the Library will be a 
depository for publications of the Mississippi Academy of Science and will 
also receive the publications to exchange with other state academies. 


Three new ten-foot bulletin boards in the lobby and front hall of the 
M.S.C.W. library have expanded publicity possibilities so that exhibitions 
of paintings and pictures can be staged in the library. The bulletin 
boards have a rounded moulding at the top for holding picture hangers. 
Two subjects already featured on these boards are colored plates of birds 
and pictures illustrating photography of animals, with books to match 
each subject. 


Library fines have been reduced from five cents per day to two 
cents, provided the fine is paid when the book is returned, according to 
Miss Marion Jones-Williams, head of circulation at M.S.C.W. This 
method has cut down bookkeeping fifty per cent. She also reports a 
marked increase in circulation this year, a fact which could be attributed 
to the use of book jackets with plastic covers. 






































70 





LIBRARY NEWS 








Miss Marion Horton, at present head of the International Youth 
Library at Munich, Germany, will arrive in the United States and pro- 
ceed almost immediately to the University of Mississippi where she will 
teach the first term of summer school, June 2-July 10. Miss Horton’s 
wide background of library service in the Los Angeles Public Library 
and in various phases of librarianship make her a special asset to the 
campus. While at the University, she will talk to the members of the 
summer workshop for school librarians which will be held on the campus 
June 8-12. 


Two classes in library science from the University were glad to see 
the different branches of the First Regional Library and to be entertained 
at headquarters at Hernando and go with Miss Robinson of the Hernando 
Branch to the Flower Show in Hernando. Dr. Morse writes that each 
branch is of special interest, but no other can equal Crenshaw in com- 
munity interest. The library is used as the mayor’s office, as a station 
for the county welfare service, for court, and is the entrance to the jail 
as well as being next to the fire station. It is truly an amazing and inter- 2 
esting library over which Mrs. Williams presides. The classes were 
pleased to meet three of the P.T.A. members of Crenshaw who received 
them. The trip pointed out the excellent work that is being done by the 
First Regional Library. 


Thirteen seniors will graduate from Mississippi State College for 
Women in June, with a major in library science. Mrs. Kenneth Porter 
Gatchel, acting head of the M.S.C.W. library science department, and 
Mrs. Kate Turner Barton, assistant professor, were featured speakers 
at the meeting of the Northeast Mississippi Student Library Assistants 
Organization in Columbus on April 25. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
By Mattie Milner 


The regional organization of student library assistants and librarians 
is still the big news! In February representatives from Yazoo, Madison, 
Rankin, and Hinds counties met at Central High School in Jackson and 
made plans for regular meetings. Katherine Rea, librarian, Bailey Junior 
High, Jackson, was elected chairman of the librarians’ group, and Elza 
Cottingham, Central High, was chosen chairman of the student assistants. 
A second meeting was held at St. Joseph’s School, Jackson, in April and 
plans for the 1953-54 session were discussed. Every effort will be made to 
make the organization productive of practical results. Recruitment of 
librarians will be a problem for top consideration. 
























In March the Northeast Mississippi District Library Meeting was 
held in Tupelo and regional organization was completed. From all reports 
this was a lively, well-planned meeting that accomplished much. 





In April there was a regional meeting at Holmes Junior College. 
Mrs. Bille Montague, Holmes Junior College, was elected chairman of the 
librarians’ group, and Patricia Carwile of Holmes Junior College was 
chosen to lead the student assistants. Mr. R. E. Phillips, representing 
Jenkins Book Company, gave a demonstration of materials for mending 
books. Other features of the program were skits presented by the differ- 
ent schools and a talk by Miss Annabelle Koonce. 


In May regional organization plans were made at Columbus. 
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Mary Joan Finger writes that the most recent project of the Clarks- 
dale High School Library was the entertaining of the Delta Library 
Assistant’s Club on April 25th. About 70 people from 13 schools were 
present. Dr. Fitzgerald, Director of the Peabody College Library School, 
spoke to the entire group on the subject An American Profession and 
later to the adult section on Library Trends and Problems. The student 
section was entertained by a skit “Reading for Fun” given by the Leland 
Club. Tours to the Carnegie Public Library and Heidelberg School con- 
cluded the meeting. 


At the meeting of school librarians during the M.E.A. the following 
officers were elected: chairman, Jennie Beth Clark, Columbia; vice- 
chairman, Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale; secretary-treasurer, Ruthlyn 
Austin, Hattiesburg. Mrs. Rachel de Angelo was as charming a person 
and as interesting a speaker as Mary Love had told us. We came away 
inspired to double our efforts in arousing interest in good books. Inci- 
dentally, according to the new constitution adopted at this meeting, we 
are officially known as the MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS. 


Thelma Adams and Lorraine Bryson are putting the finishing 
touches on a handbook for student assistants in the libraries of the 
Tupelo Public Schools. We wonder if they would make some copies 
available! 


Sister Mary Aurelia, librarian at St. Joseph’s School, Jackson, tells 
us that National Book Week and Catholic Book Week were celebrated 
by appropriate and unusually artistic posters made by the student library 
assistants. She is going to Memphis and Chattanooga this summer and 
plans to “see and learn” by visiting the libraries there. 


Susie Bull, Columbus, really has a job laid out for her. The new 
high school building will be completed this summer, and she plans to 
spend June and August dividing the library materials and moving the 
high school books to the new building. 


Sallie Jones Montague of Holmes Junior College, and her husband are 
planning a trip to Washington, Williamsburg, etc, as soon as school closes. 
She hopes to attend the workshop at Mississippi Southern in August. 


National Hobby Month was observed in the Hattiesburg High School 
Library by a display of articles the students had collected or made as 
hobbies. Model airplanes, automobiles, and ships, embroidery work, 
marionettes, statuettes of famous composers, coins, stamps, and minia- 
ture glass shoes were some of the items attractively arranged in an old 
glass cabinet that the librarian and students had refinished and made 
into a beautiful piece of furniture. On Career Day Miss Annabelle Koonce 
pointed out the need in Mississippi for several hundred professionally 
trained librarians to fill positions in schools, colleges, and special libraries. 


Mary Love, field librarian of the Jackson Public Schools, has been 
promoting the cause for good library service in Mississippi. She spoke 
at the organizational meeting of the Northeast Mississippi District Library 
group. Then on Career Day at the Clinton High School she talked with 
students who were interested in librarianship as a profession. This 
summer she is going to the A.L.A. meeting in Los Angeles, and then to 
summer school at the University of Southern California. 


Mary Jo Austen, Charleston; Alberta Edmonson, Jackson; and Nellie 
Ford Smith, Kosciusko, will study at L.S.U. this summer. Clyde Williams, 
Clinton, is going to the University of North Carolina. 
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BINDING COSTS TOO HIGH? 


Write for prices and specifications on our full cloth 
QUAL-ECON PERIODICAL BINDING. 


SOUTHERN LIBRARY BINDERY CO. 
221 Russell St. 
NASHVILLE 6, TENN. 








THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 
Division of 
The American News Company, Inc. 
We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 
e 
Wholesale Distributors of Books for 89 Years 

a 

Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 
. 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 


1111 South Peters St. New Orieans, La. 














LIBRARY FURNITURE! 


WOOD & STEEL 
Tables - - Chairs 
Book Trucks - - Shelving 
Stacks - - Technical Equip. 


BODINE - BRYSON & ROLLING 
719 SO. 20TH ST. BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
TELEPHONE 54-4636 
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At the final meeting of the Library Department of the Jackson Public 
Schools, Alberta Edmonson, field librarian, was elected chairman for 
1953-54. Tentative plans were made for a study of the effects of tele- 
vision on reading. 


Friends of Velma Lee Adams, former librarian at Bentonia, will be 
interested to know that she is now head librarian at Southern State 
College, Magnolia, Arkansas. 


Have you read the article by Jennie Beth Clark in the May issue of 
the Advance? It is well-worth your time and consideration. And be 
watching for Stephen F. Clark’s article in the Wilson Library Bulletin. 


A happy vacation to everyone! And please don’t forget the work- 
shops at the University where there will be Instruction in the use of 
Books and Libraries, and at Mississippi Southern August 3-7 where dis- 
cussion and study will be on the topic of Student Assistants and Library 
Clubs. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 
by 
Willie D. Halsell 


Branches, Branches, Branches: Is this a first? The first rural com- 
munity branch library building to be erected in the state — that’s the 
claim of the Wren Farm Bureau Community Club! This small community 
in the Tombigbee Regional Library raised the funds (around $750) to 
purchase building materials by selling chances on a television set, by 
cake walks, beauty contests and concessions, on Family Night held at the 
school. The local men and boys are contributing their labor to erect the 
building which will have a concrete floor and clapboard walls. The 
energy and vision of the Wren community (population 118) have long 
been unusual, and this library building shows what can be done when 
people want to act. 





Another first? Is there another public library in a town located on 
county boundary lines, where the local library is sponsored and adminis- 
tered by two separate library agencies? The town of Baldwyn is situated 
on the line between Lee and Prentiss counties, about 2/5 of the population 
being in Lee. A branch library was opened in Baldwyn on May 7, through 
the cooperation of the Northeast Regional Library, the Lee County 
Library, and the town of Baldwyn. Bookmobiles of both libraries will 
deliver books regularly to the branch, the number from each to be pro- 
portionate to the original collection which was based on population. The 
branch assistant is Miss Rosalee White. 


Capital Regional Library is “busting out all over” with branches. 
Manie Berry, Director, reports that with the coming of April, new branch 
libraries sprang up like jonquils on a spring lawn. Terry branch, with 
Mrs. Boyd Funchess in charge, opened in quarters next to the Post Office. 
On Highway 80, the bustling town of Brandon located its new branch in 
one side of a down town cleaning establishment. Painted in shades of 
soft green and coral, this library wins a high AQ—Atmosphere Quotient. 
It is efficiently administered by Mrs. Gilbreth Neill, who has it open 
every afternoon and one night a week. Scott County has a remodeled 
branch at Lake, where Mrs. W. W. Weems presides. Sand Hill in the 
northern tip of Rankin County opened with a tea, and made arrangements 
for scheduled visits from the school children. Mrs. Jack Lampkin has 
charge of this branch. The branch at Pelahatchie was the last to make 
an April opening, but it was not last in any other respect. Young and 














74 LIBRARY NEWS 





old, housewives and businessmen trooped in to admire the pleasant setting 
for library service, the abundant flowers sent by numerous friends, and 
shelves filled with new books. The first day in a town of 867 people, 150 
came to the library! And one Saturday Mrs. Rod Murray checked out 101 
books. 


The enthusiasm of the local librarians who recognize what library 
service may mean to their community has been the real springboard in all 
the activities of the library. In two of these branches, quarters for library 
service to Negroes are already available. 


One librarian got what she asked for when Annie Bess Roberts ap- 
plied for the position of Extension Librarian in the Capital Regional 
Library, she said, “I want a job with a wider range of activity and more 
excitement than there is in the order department of a university!” Shortly 
afterwards, she plunged into the preparations for opening the libraries 
listed above, and she reached a new high when she opened three in one 
week! 


Calling children’s librarians: [Elizabeth Jones, Grenada County 
Library, is reminding us that many have not joined Children’s Library 
Division of American Library Association this year. “Top of the News” 
and other benefits derive from membership in this division. 


We're green with envy: Kathleen Moore, Bookmobile Librarian at 
Meridian Public Library, has a two month’s leave of absence this sum- 
mer, during which time she will visit her son and his family stationed in 
England. She will also make a trip to the continent. 


Preparing for summer: Clarksdale Library has installed air con- 
ditioning in the Reading and Smoking Room and the Young People’s 
Room. The staff is actually anticipating the summer’s work. 


Hats off: To Lucile Peacock, for a photograph of readers and ac- 
companying article in Wilson Library Bulletin, March, 1953. 


To Gretchen Conduitte (former Director of First Regional Library), 
Librarian, Jackson, Tennessee, Free Library. Book Week as observed in 
the Jackson Library is the subject of an article also in Wilson Library 
Bulletin. 


Summer reading clubs: Plans for summer reading are shaping up 
rapidly. Greenville reports that they will use the Space Pilots theme. 
In the past, their young readers have belonged to Cowboy, Cotton Boll, 
Baseball, and American Heritage clubs. Margaret A. Guthrie, Librarian 
at the Harriette Person Memorial Library, Port Gibson, has a reading 
club each summer which climaxes in a burst of glory with the Annual 
Book Party. She starts the children to using the Library early, with the 
Kindergarten class visiting for reading and story hour. At Brookhaven, 
the theme will be a circus. The Hallmark Circus Train is being adapted 
to the Library’s plan. The same scheme will be used in the Negro branch. 
The booklists for summer reading at the public library are printed and 
distributed by the local school. The Indian theme is being used by the 
baw Library, Natchez. This certainly should appeal to the Natchez chil- 

ren. 


Exhibits: The National Watercolor Exhibit appeared at the W. A. 
Percy Memorial Library under the sponsorship of the Greenville branch 
of the A.A.U.W. These paintings, on display in the Fine Arts Room, at- 
tracted a number of visitors to the library; Aberdeen observed Local 
History Week, Apri! 20-25, and the Evans Memorial Library was the 
headquarters. The Natchez Trace Parkway Traveling Exhibit drew many 
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visitors to the Lee County Library during April. Designed and set up by 
the Museum Curator of the Parkway, Edward Hunter Ross, it showed the 
kinds of research on which the Trace is based, and the development of the 
Parkway by roadbuilding, landscaping, and planning points of interest. 


Our schools: “Librarys are always nice, 
They have good books to read, 
When you go to a library, 
You always get what you need.” 


This optimistic verse, composed by a young reader at the Lincoln 
County Library, sets a high standard for attainment. Elenora Gralow 
reports that the above ode resulted from visits of elementary classes to 
the Library. When Mrs. Lee Spain, a teacher of the fourth grade in a 
Tupelo school, won the award of a trip to the Bahamas because of her 
unit on “Air Age Education,” she and her class were invited to discuss 
the unit on the weekly School Days Radio Program of the Lee County 
Library. At a P.T.A. meeting in Brookhaven, Librarian Gralow by invi- 
tation prepared a display. She used a bulletin board to represent an 
old fashioned slate, on which was written “Homework for Parents,” and 
“Books Available at the Public Library” headed a display of books. 


Forums: On April 28, the last forum of a series of six was held at 
West Point. The subject of the final one was “Mississippi’s Industrial 
Potential.” State College furnished all the speakers for these groups 
which are sponsored by several organizations, including the local library. 
Harriette Person Memorial Library at Port Gibson plans a Great Books 


Discussion Group beginning in the fall, to be led by Judge Robert Ander- 
son. 


Tennessee Library Association: Attending this meeting in Jackson 
(Tennessee) in April were Anona Jenkins, Augusta Richardson, Betty 
Ajax, and two Library Science majors from M.S.C.W., Joan Malone and 
Olivia Ann Weaver. 


The PTA 


The Mississippi Library Commission bookmobile was part of the 
exhibit at the recent state-wide P.T.A. meeting in Biloxi. The book- 
mobile was placed in the exhibit hall where many visitors came in to 
see the books, the posters, and to get copies of a pamphlet prepared es- 
pecially for the occasion. Lura Currier was one of the participants on a 
panel discussion led by Mrs. C. C. Clark on the topic: Services for Which 
Children Can’t Wait. Mrs. A. L. Hendrick, President and Mrs. Ralph 
Hester, program chairman, expressed interest of the PTA in cooperating 
with school and public libraries in providing good books for children. 


Where there’s a will 


Courageous citizens who truly want books for their people will not 
be completely discouraged just for the lack of funds. Interested people 
in Lawrence County were excited over the prospect of having a county 
library through a county tax levy. When it was learned that the super- 
visors would not make the levy—not this year at least—they did not give 
up the plan to bring books into their County. After asking the Library 
Commission to help them formulate plans they have formed a volunteer 
organization of people who are taking responsibility for circulating books 
during the summer which the Commission will furnish. Five communities 
in the county have library committees. Mrs. Ralph Howard, Jayess, and 
Mrs. S. F. Magee, Monticello, are directing activities with Mrs. Howard 
as county chairman. 
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Mending Clinic: The Lee County Library at Tupelo, being centrally 
located for several libraries in northeast Mississippi, was the scene of 
a mending clinic on April 27. Mr. Bob Phillips of the Jenkins Book 
Company demonstrated new materials and methods to Mrs. Eunice 
Gladney, Mrs. Ann Rhodes, Mrs. Dorothy Haynie, and Mrs. Augusta 
Richardson of Northeast Regional Library; Mrs. Esther Vaughn, Mrs. 
Higdon Kenny, and Lucile Miller of Tombigbee Regional Library; Mrs. 
Rose Harrington and Mrs. Virgie Taylor of Evans Memorial Library, 
Aberdeen; Mrs. McCameron of Pontotoc; Mrs. Williams of Union County 
Library; Mrs. Kathleen McBreyer and two student assistants from New 
Albany High School; and staff members of the Lee County Library. 


Here’s a welcome hand to Harvey S. Mowrey, Assistant and Reference 
Librarian at Meridian Public Library, who started work on April 1. He 
is a graduate of Florida State University, and was formerly employed at 
MacDill Airforce Base Library, Tampa, Florida; To Jeannine Todd, 
Assistant Librarian, Lee County Library, beginning June 15. An M.S.C.W. 
major in Library Science, she worked at Tupelo last summer and was 
high school librarian at Leland during the school term; To Mattie Milner 
who has joined the Library Commission staff. 


Sympathy to Lucile Peacock, who lost her mother in March. 


In April Lura Currier represented the Library Commission at the 
Biloxi Civic Council on the invitation of Florence Freidhoff, librarian, 
and members of the Biloxi Library board. The Civic Council is composed 
of representatives of various city clubs which has taken the library as its 
project for the year to work for the improvement and modernization of 
this, the first public library established in Mississippi. 


4) 
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STATEWIDE COOPERATIVE ARCHIVES PROGRAM 





(The following is copied from the University of Mississippi Library 
Newsletter April 7, 1953) 


A meeting was held in Jackson about two weeks ago which was at- 
tended by the Director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History and members of the history departments and Libraries of the 
University of Mississippi and Mississippi State College. The purpose of 
the meeting was to explore the possibilities of collecting and preserving 
Mississippi manuscripts, newspapers, and other historical materials, par- 
ticularly on microfilm. A preliminary agreement was reached whereby 
State College will concentrate on newspapers, the University on manu- 
scripts and the Department of Archives and History help with all items. 
A committee was formed which includes the Director of the Department 
of Archives and History, the Librarians of both institutions, and one 
member from each of the History departments. This committee will 
continue work on the project, seeking ways to cooperate and avoid un- 
necessary duplication. 


This cooperative project owes its genesis to interested and alarmed 
persons among whom are Mr. Donald E. Thompson, Director of Libraries 
at Mississippi State College and Dr. James E. Silver, Head of the History 
Department, University of Mississippi. Their alarm was occasioned by 
the realization that a great deal of State of Mississippi source material 
has been taken out of the State and that a two-fold program is imperative 
(1) to make a concerted effort to acquire source material still in the State 
for preservation in the state institutions and (2) to set-up machinery to 
reproduce by microphotography material which is out of the state. To 
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achieve this program the first step was to divide the areas of collecting. 
State College had already embarked on a project to microfilm newspapers 
systematically. They are well-equipped for this in view of the fact that 
State College has perhaps the finest Micro-File equipment in the South. 
This left to the University the task of concentrating on collecting manu- 
scripts and the microfilming of material out of the State after purchasing 
a portable micro-file machine. The University willingly accepts this 
responsibilty for it will immeasurably benefit the University in two pri- 
mary areas of its concern, namely, History and Literature. 


4) 
O 





THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BOOKS is truly a small library in 
itself, and one that the poorest library or individual can afford to own. 
The front cover says: 


“This book can change your life and the lives of those around 
you. With its help you can win greater success and happiness, 
benefit from the treasuries of the world’s wisdom and knowledge, 
explore fascinating realms of adventure and entertainment and 
make valued new friends ... ALL THROUGH THE MAGIC OF 
READING.” 


The little book is packed with short, forceful essays on the rewards 
of reading, written by various authors. Different chapters will strongly 
appeal to different people. Some are: How to Find Time to Read, by 
Louis Shores; Hit’s Got to Larn, by Carl R. Woodward; Your State 
Library Belongs To You, by Loleta D. Fyan; Financing Small Libraries, 
by Gretchen Knief Schenk; Our Reading Heritage, T. V. Smith. There 
are chapters on reading for fun, how to organize a library, bookmobile 
service, book reviewing, etc., etc. 


A partial list of the sponsors of this publication includes the Ameri- 
can Book Publishers Council, Inc.; the American Library Association; 
Houghton Mifflin Company; The National Council of Teachers of Eng- 
lish; Sears, Roebuck Foundation; United States Department of Agricul- 
ture Extension Service. 


The book may be bought in paper cover, a Mentor Book, at 35¢ per 
copy or in cloth cover at $2.00 from The New American Library, 501 
Madison Avenue, New York 22. 


4) 
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MATTIE MILNER JOINS LIBRARY COMMISSION STAFF 


The Library Commission is pleased to announce that Miss Mattie 
Milner has joined the Library Commission staff as Extension Librarian. 
Miss Milner’s home is Mashoulaville, Mississippi. She graduated magna 
cum lauda from Mississippi State College for Women in 1935 and received 
a library science degree from Louisiana State University in 1952. She 
has taught in high schools in the state and worked as school librarian in 
Hot Springs, Arkansas. For the past two years Miss Milner has been 
high school librarian in Jackson. Miss Milner will go on the bookmobile 
to take books to libraries in the state and will make personal visits to 
libraries to assist with book selection and library administration. 


MRS. ADA SESSIONS FANT passed away April 12, 1953. Mrs. Fant 
had served faithfully and well as librarian of the Noxubee County 
Library, Macon, which began as a W.P.A. project in 1934. Under Mrs. 
Fant’s direction the library grew and was in a succession of locations 
until in 1948 it was given a permanent place on the lower floor of the 
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War Memorial Building. The enthusiasm and literary interest of Mrs. 
Fant were reflected in the large collection of local history and other 
valuable materials painstakingly collected and preserved by Mrs. Fant. 
The esteem and affection in which Mrs. Fant was held has been shown 
by the changing of the name of the county library to the Ada Sessions 
Fant Memorial Library by the library board. 


Library development in Mississippi, which we hope and believe is 
moving toward a high professional standard, will forever be indebted to 
those such as Mrs. Ada Fant who, without formal library training, have 
given of their strength and energy to serve the people they know and 
love and to corral a nucleus of library interest upon which others may 
continue to build a sound library program for the entire state. 


_—” 
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OBSERVED ON LIBRARY COMMISSION BOOKMOBILE 
VISITS 


Mrs. J. W. Evans reports that the circulation of the Jefferson Davis 
County Library is on the increase. Mrs. Evans is assisted in book selec- 
tion by Mrs. McDonald, high school librarian. The two libraries make 
their book collections open to the patrons of both libraries. Mrs. Evans 
is enjoying a vacation in California. 





Many new books in Plasti-kleer jackets are on the shelves in the 
Columbia Library and Mrs. Broome reports that business is good 


Mrs. Pittman in the Walthall County Library is happy in her larger 
and better library quarters on the first floor of a separate building, easy 
to find with a conspicuous library sign. Mrs. Pittman invites her inter- 
ested readers to visit the Library Commission bookmobile when it comes 
to town and help her select books. They make an enthusiastic group of 
citizens eager for library service. 


In the Newton Public Library the greatly increased demand has 
kept Mrs. Watts, librarian, and Mrs. Brand, assistant, very busy. Mrs. 
Bobby Ford, former Copiah County librarian, is working part time cata- 
loging the library. 


Mrs. Florence Ford has been made librarian of the Ada Sessions Fant 
Memorial Library in Macon. Miss Georgia Britton, who is in her junior 
year at M.S.C.W. as a major in library science, will work in the library 
during the summer. 


In the Attala County Library Mrs. Gilliland has secured the services 
of Mr. Owen to take books to the schools very six weeks. Mrs. Gilliland 
is making plans to purchase a bookmobile to use for this purpose. 


In Marks Mrs. Pettyjohn makes the best use of the services from the 
bookmobile by having the county teachers come in and select the books 
that they want. Mrs. Pettyjohn is working on the idea of bringing her 
county into a regional system in order to secure better local library ser- 
vice. 


On the last visit to Rosedale the bookmobile was visited by Speaker 
of the House, Walter Sillers. Also Judge Green from Cleveland came to 
see the bookmobile and to talk of Cleveland’s plans for a library building 
and their interest in bookmobile service. 


The bookmobile visitors found Dorothy Hayes and the staff of the 
Greenwood Library busy with plans for their summer reading program 
and for an increased number of American Heritage discussion groups 








LIBRARY NEWS 79 





through the coming fall and winter. Last fall the library sponsored three 
groups and next year will undertake six group discussions. 


“To have or not to have” that’s the question in Washington County 
this spring and summer as librarians and citizens lead by the A.A.U.W. 
launched a campaign for bookmobile service in the big Delta county. 
The Library Commission bookmobile was taken by Lura Currier to the 
various communities in the county and Mary Elizabeth Flinn and Jean 
Wilson, librarians, went along to meet the people. It was encouraging 
indeed to see the enthusiasm of those who came to see the bookmobile, 
but heartbreaking when many of them had to find out that the book- 
mobile was only on a demonstration visit and would not, as they thought, 
be making regular visits again unless their board of supervisors voted in 
the service. It remains to be seen as to whether or not the supervisors 
will come forth with the necessary tax funds for the bookmobile service. 


Harrison County is going first-class soon via a big new Gerstenslager 
bookmobile to replace their twelve year old one which has served its best 
days. Maria Person and her library board have been pounding away at 
this idea for a long time. Lura Currier took the Library Commission 
bookmobile down and went with Maria to see the board of supervisors 
and sort of “put on the pressure.” Mr. Cooper Darby, Chancery Clerk and 
long time friend of education in south Mississippi, said to Maria and Lura, 
“When you start your attack on the board they don’t have a chance. You 
— a planned strategy that can’t be beat.” Result, the bookmobile is on 
order. 


When the Library Commission bookmobile visited Leland in its 
rounds of Washington County early in May there to welcome the caravan 
was board chairman J. B. Arnold. The Leland Library is all dressed up 
with paintings by Mrs. Frank Aldridge, local artist. Recently the Leland 
Library came up with a flower show that was different. Mrs. E. W. 
Dunnam, librarian, says that arrangements were made to illustrate titles 
of books by Mississippi authors. First place went to “Tap Roots” by 
James Street. How would it be to show a bookmobile running through 
some of our rural roads and entitle it: “Intruder in the Dust?” 


The First Regional Library has purchased a new bookmobile. Ludie 
Woods, librarian, and the progressive library board of Pontotoc County, 
have plans on foot for the purchase of a bookmobile. 





4). 
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SURPLUS PROPERTY FOR SALE 


The State Budget Commission has recently begun to distribute lists 
of surplus property which various state agencies have for disposal. We 
learn from the director of the Commission that the property is to be 
offered first of all to another state department, and if no state department 
needs it it may be sold to other agencies. The current list carries some 
material which may be of interest to libraries. It includes these articles: 
Typewriters, adding machines, desks, tables. If libraries are interested 
in any particular item of equipment the Library Commission will be glad 
to see the article, if it is in Jackson, and get an evaluation on its condition. 
Some of the property is located at the various state colleges. 





4) 
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NURSES ARE NEEDED 


Miss Frances L. Moak, Counselor on Careers, 2200 Thirty-eight Street, 
Meridian, Mississippi, is asking for the cooperation of libraries in bring- 
ing the nursing career to the attention of young people. This is one of the 
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LIBRARY BUREAU CAN HELP YOU 
CUT COSTS—IN MANY WAYS 


Most libraries come to Library Bureau first when they need the finest 
in technical library equipment. But did you know that Library Bureau, : 
as one part of Remington Rand Inc., can supply you with information : 
about business equipment that can save money for libraries as well as 

for commerce and industry? Use the handy coupon below for free 
descriptive literature. Ask the Library Bureau specialist about other 
Remington Rand time-and-money-savers, too. 

































“Take a Letter.’’ The new Remington Elec- 
tric typewriter turns out superb, distinctive 
letters, and clear, multiple copies with less 
effort ...less cost. It increases typing output 
anywhere from 10 to 50%. Ask for Booklet 
RE 8499. 


RE 8499 





“Photocharger at the Brooklyn Public 
Library.’’ Book charging time is saved by 
(1) immediate return of books to the shelves $ 1835 
(no need for “slipping”’) and (2) simplified 
procedure in preparing overdue notices. Ask 


for Folder S 1835. 





‘‘New Remington Rand Transcopy.”’ Now 
anyone on your staff can make finished, 
photo-exact, positive copies of pages in a 
pamphlet or article in less than a minute. 
Transcopy plugs into any standard electrical 
outlet. Ask for Booklet P 334B. 


“The Remington Rand Electric Adding 
Machine.’ Completely electrified feature 
keys and simplified 10-key keyboard assures 
you maximum speed and accuracy in addi- 
tion, listing, subtraction, and multiplication. 
Ask for Booklet AD 567. 





| 215 So. Lamar St., Jackson 11, Miss., or 
l 1711 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans 13, La., 
I or 341 Madi Ave., Memphis 3, Tenn. 








1 would like to have the booklets checked. 
RE 8499 S 1835 P 3348 AD 567 















Name 
Library 
Address —_ 


City 

















Zone______ State 
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services which libraries may give to young people in the field of voca- 
tional guidance. Miss Moak is being furnished a mailing list of all 
public and school libraries and will, we think, have material that will 
aid in the choice of a career. If the material is sent voluntarily to all 
libraries we hope it will be used to good advantage. 


4) 
1) 


MISSISSIPPI AUTHORS IN THE LIMELIGHT 


Mississippi is honored by having pictures of two of her most dis- 
tinguished authors on the front covers of two of the nation’s leading 
magazines. Atlantic Monthly, June, 1953, carries the picture of William 
Faulkner, sharing the cover with Sherwood Anderson, about whom 
Faulkner has written an essay of appreciation. 


Saturday Review, May 23, 1953, carries the picture of Hodding Carter 
and an essay-review of Mr. Carter’s latest book, Where ‘Main Street 
Meets the River. 








LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIPS 


Mrs. Virginia Lacy Jones, Director of the School of Library Service, 
Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, writes to the Library Commission: 
“Because of the acute shortage of Negro librarians, the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York has made available to the Atlanta University School of 
Library Service twenty-five thousand dollars to be used in scholarships 
over a five-year period. Five thousand dollars is to be used each year. 


“We would appreciate your cooperation in passing this information 
on to persons in your state who may be interested in applying for these 
scholarships. Please make it clear to people who are interested that the 
scholarships cannot be used for summer study. They can only be used by 
people enrolled during the regular school year, September through June.” 


—{) 
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CITIZENS’ LIBRARY MOVEMENT HANDBOOK 


The Citizen’s Library Movement became a state-wide organization 
when the Mississippi Library Association sponsored it at the annual 
meeting in 1945. The movement has not made equal progress in all areas 
of the state and it may be said that DeSoto County, more than any other, 
has produced the leadership necessary to make the movement a success. 
It has been through this group of library minded citizens that the DeSoto 
County Library reached a high degree of efficiency and later became the 
center of the First Regional Library. Creating and maintaining interest 
in intangible values such as libraries is not an easy task and the accom- 
plishments of the DeSoto County C.L.M. have not been attained without 
great effort. The movement was organized in the county in 1947 and has 
had the support of civic and business organizations. Many individuals 
have participated in C.L.M. activities and their names will become part 
of the history of the library movement but if credit should be given to any 
two people in particular it will be to Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, Cockrum, and 
to Mrs. Percy Howard, Lake Cormorant. The latest accomplishment of 
this group of enthusiastic library supporters is the printing of a CITI- 
ZEN’S LIBRARY MOVEMENT HANDBOOK which gives the history, 
purpose and plan of organization of the DeSoto County C.L.M. This is a 
little 48 page pamphlet which may be purchased for $1.25 from The First 
Regional Library, Hernando, Mississippi. It is a guide to citizen’s organi- 
zation for promoting better library service. 
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M.L.A. MEMBERSHIP 


(March issue of M.L.N. gives record of earlier 1953 memberships) 


Adams, Thelma, H. Sch. Lbn., Tupelo 

Adelaide, Sister M., R. S. M., Lbn., St. Aloysius H. Sch., Meridian 

Aderholt, Mr. Tom, Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Friars Point 

Allen, Mr. Leroy, Trustee, W. A. Percy Memorial Lib., Leland 

Anselm, Brother, S. C., Lbn., St. Aloysius H. Sch., Vicksburg 

Backstrom, Eliza, Hi. Sch. Lbn., Quitman 

Barber, Mrs. Roy, C.L.M., Lake Cormorant 

Bartlett, Mrs. Donald, Trustee, First Regional Lib., Como 

Bass, Corinne, Lbn., Law Library, University 

Beemon, Katie, H. Sch. Lbn., Philadelphia 

Bell, Mr. Clakey, Tuscaloosa Lib. Bindery, Atlanta, Ga. 

Betts, Mrs. Frances M., Lbn., Street Clinic Lib., Vicksburg 

Blumenfeld, Mena, Trustee, Oktibbeha Co. Lib., Starkville 

Boudousquie, Mrs. Bessie, Lbn., Pub. Lib., Crystal Springs 

Bouldin, Mr. Marshall, Jr., Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Clarks- 
dale 

Boyce, Mrs. E. G., Lbn., Chamberlain-Hunt Academy, Port Gibson 

Bradford, Beverly, H. Sch. Lbn., Georgetown 

Brady, Mrs. T. P., Jr., Trustee, Lincoln Co. Lib., Brookhaven 

Breland, Mrs. Viola, H. Sch. Lbn., Wiggins 

Bryson, Lorayne, Lbn., Milam Jr. H. Sch., Tupelo 

Bull, Susie, Lbn., Stephen D. Lee H. Sch., Columbus 

Carmella, Sister, M., R.S.M., Lbn., St. Joseph H. Sch., Pass Christian 

Carruth, Alberta, H. Sch. Lbn., Hernando 

Carter, Mr. Hodding, Trustee, W. A. Percy Mem. Lib.; Greenville 

Cato, Mrs. Paul, Union Church 

Chamberlain, Clara, H. Sch. Lbn., Natchez 

Chism, Callie D., H. Sch. Lbn., Hollandale 

Clark, Mrs. C. C., Director, American Heritage Project, Library Com- 
mission, Jackson 

Clark, Mrs. Jennie Beth, H. Sch. Lbn., Columbia 

Cole, Mrs. Hazel, Asst., University Lib., Oxford 

Collins, Alice R., Cat. Lbn., University 

Collins, Q’Milla, H. Sch. Lbn., Canton 

Corban, Mrs. Ada Foote, Jackson Pub. Lib., Jackson 

Cox, Bernice, H. Sch. Lbn., Merigold 

Crawford, Louise A., Lbn., Bay St. Louis-Hancock Co. Lib., Bay St. Louis 

Crittenden, Mrs. Lucy W., Staff, W. A. Percy Mem. Lib., Greenville 

Crowell, Coralyn, H. Sch. Lbn., Cary 

Davis, Alice E., Trustee, Mendenhall 

Davis, Mildred W., Periodicals Lbn., University 

Donald, Mrs. Verna, Moorhead 

Doolittle, Mrs. C. F., Member C.L.M., Olive Branch 

Earnhart, Mrs. Jack, Treas.-Sec., DeSoto County C.L.M., Nesbitt 

Edwards, Mrs. Joanna H., Staff, Miss. Library Comm., Jackson 

Edwards, May H., Asst. Lbn., Bay St. Louis-Hancock Co. Lib. 

Eggleston, Hallie, Cire. Lbn., University 

Eisele, Florence L., Lbn., Braden Elem. Sch., Natchez 

Eley, Mrs. R. C., Trustee, Moss Point 

Eubanks, Mrs. Vera, H. Sch. Lbn., Biloxi 

Fisher, Mr. Leslie, Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Sherard 

Flake, Mrs. Lilly P., H. Sch. Lbn., Vardaman 

Flinn, Mrs. L. R., Lbn., W. A. Percy Mem. Lib., Greenville 

Fox, George, Staff, Miss. Library Commission, Jackson 

Frazer, Mr. W. H., Jr., Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

French, Frances, Ref. Lbn., Jackson Public Lib. 
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Friedman, Mrs. Max, Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub Lib. 

Fritts, Mrs. Evelyn, Staff, Miss. Library Commission 

Gage, Mrs. R. Douglas, Trustee, Harriette Person Mem. Lib., Port Gibson 

Galyean, Lilly May, Trustee, N. E. Regional Library, Corinth 

Gannaway, Mrs. James, Member C.L.M., Nesbitt 

Gardner, Mrs. Hazel, Lbn., N. E. Miss. Jr. Coll., Booneville 

Gates, Minnie, Hi. Sch. Lbn., Skene 

Gilliland, Mrs. F. E., Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Graves, Mrs. Marguerite P., Lib. Asst., Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Greer, Mrs. W. H., H. Sch. Lbn., Utica 

Griffin, Mrs. Dean, Lbn., Pearl River Jr. Coll., Poplarville 

Hafter, Mrs. Jerome S., Trustee, W. A. Percy Mem. Lib., Greenville 

Harbert, Mrs. F. B., Pres., Tunica Co. C.L.M., Robinsonville 

Hardy, Mrs. J. Allison, Trustee, Lowndes Co. Lib. Columbus 

Harper, Lelia, Staff, Miss. Library Comm. 

Hart, Mrs. Sadye F., Trustee, Jackson-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Haxton, Mr. Kenneth, Jr., Trustee, W. A. Percy Mem. Lib., Greenville 

Haygood, Mr. Zack G., National Lib. Bindery, Atlanta 

Hendrick, Mrs. A. L., State President, Miss. Congress, P.T.A., Jackson 

Holcomb, Mr. Pat D., Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Housel, Mrs. Jim, Corresponding Sec., C.L.M., Hernando 

Howard, Mrs. T. P., Trustee, DeSoto Co. Lib., Lake Cormorant 

Hudspeth, Mr. J. W., C.L.M., Member Library Commission Board, Cock- 
rum 

Hudspeth, Mrs. J. W., C.L.M., Cockrum 

Ivy, Alma Earle, Order Lbn., State College 

Jenkins, Bennie, H. Sch. Lbn., Grenada 

Johnson, Mrs. H. E., H. Sch. Lbn., Winona 

Johnson, Mrs. J. D., Jr., H. Sch. Lbn., Brookhaven 

Jones, Mrs. L. L., H. Sch. Lbn., Meadville 

Jones, Mrs Sam W., Trustee, Quitman Co. Lib., Marks 

Jones, Mrs. Walker, Trustee, Neshoba Co. Lib., Philadelphia 

Jones-Williams, Marion, Circ. Lbn., M.S.C.W., Columbus 

Kell, Mrs. Lola Lewis, Lbn., Pascagoula City Library 

King, Mrs. Roy, Trustee, Lincoln Co. Pub. Lib., Brookhaven 

Landrum, Mrs. Claudia S., Lbn., Mississippi College 

Lang, Mrs. Martha L., Catalog Lbn., Jackson-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Langston, Mrs. Vernon, Vice-Pres., C.L.M., Cockrum 

Longcoy, Ann, Asst. Lbn., V. A. Center, Biloxi 

McCain, Dr. Wm. D., Dir., State Dept. of Archives and History 

McCarley, Mrs. Louise, Staff, Mississippi Library Commission. 

McDonald, Mrs. Joseph, H. Sch. Lbn., Prentiss 

McGehee, Lily, School Lbn., Pass Christian 

McKenzie, Mrs. M. H., Tchr.-Lbn., Glen Allen Line Sch. 

Magers, Mrs. H. M., H. Sch. Lbn., Morgan City 

Malone, Mrs. M. Rex. Trustee, Quitman Co. Lib., Darling 

Maynard, Mr. George F., Jr., Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Miller, Mrs. F. A., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison Co. Lib. 

Miller, Lucile, Lbn., Tombigbee Reg. Lib., West Point 

Moak, Mrs. Tom L., H. Sch. Lbn., Bogue Chitto 

Montgomery, Mrs. Zana G., Lbn., Co. Lib., Yazoo City 

Morgan, Mrs. Aaron, Lbn., Lawhon Jr. H. Sch., East Tupelo 

Murphree, Mrs. Carl, Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Lula 

Neill, Mrs. Gilbreath, Lbn., Brandon Branch, Capital Area Reg. Lib. 

Nix, Mrs. Sadie W., Lbn., East Miss. Jr. Coll., Scooba 

Olsen, Mr. Humphrey, Lbn., Perkinson Jr. Coll. 

Phillips, Robert E., The Jenkins Book Co., New Orleans 

Pickard, Mrs. H. G., Lbn., Beat Four Voc. Sch., Meridian 
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Polk, Mrs. Hazel Y., Lbn., Forest Hill H. Sch., Jackson 

Pylant, Yuba, H. Sch. Lbn., Purvis 

Ramsey, Mrs. Aucy M., H. Sch. Lbn., Cleveland 

Regina, Sister Mary, R.S.M., Lbn., St. Joseph H. Sch., Greenville 

Rice, Nannie, Asst. Lbn., State College 

Robbins, Mary H., Asst. Cataloger, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Russell, Mrs. Alcorn, Trustee, Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Jonestown 

Russum, Mr. J. F., Trustee, First Regional Lib., Hernando 

Scurlock, Mrs. Edwana, Staff, Miss. Lib. Commission 

Shelton, Mrs. Hazel, Trustee, First Reg. Lib., Oxford 

Sillers, Mrs. Walter, Jr., Rosedale 

Smith, Mrs. Esco, H. Sch. Lbn., Lyman 

Smith, Mr. I. J., Jr.. Lbn., Savannah H. Sch., Poplarville 

Sneed, Pearl, Lbn., Jackson-Carnegie Pub. Lib. 

Sowell, Mrs. Reba Turner, Chief Lbn., V. A. Center, Biloxi 

Spiars, Mrs. M. S., Trustee, W. A. Percy Mem. Lib., Greenville 

Spivey, Marie, Cat. Lbn., Research Center Lib., Waterway Experiment 
Station, Vicksburg 

Stansel, Mrs. Horace S., Ruleville 

Stewart, Mrs. Lee, C. L. M., Hernando 

Sykes, Augusta J., Asst. Lbn., M.S.C.W. 

Taber, Fanny, Staff, Miss. Library Commission 

Tait, Mrs. Ida M., H. Sch. Lbn., Richton 

Thomas, Mrs. Merry R., Hi. Sch. Lbn., Magnolia 

Tillson, Mrs. Miriam, H. Sch. Lbn., Taylorsville 

Todd, Jeannine, H. Sch. Lbn., Leland 

Torbert, Mr. Harold, The Macmillan Company, Atlanta 

Turman, Mrs. Frank, Director C.L.M., Nesbitt 

Vaughn, Mrs. Ester, Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point 

Vernon, Mrs. J. F., Trustee, Lincoln County Lib., Brookhaven 

Watts, Mrs. Winifred, Hi. Sch. Lbn., Washington 

Whitby, Barbara, Asst. Lbn., Pascagoula City Lib. 

Williams, Mr. Raymond D., Trustee, First Regional Library, Senatobia 

Willis, Mrs. James R., H. Sch. Lbn., Bruce 

Wilson, Jean, Asst. W. A. Percy Mem. Lib., Greenville 

Woodson, Mrs. Maurice, Wnd. Vice-Pres. C.L.M., Olive Branch 

Youngblood, Mr. Virgil, Trustee, Lincoln County Pub. Lib., Brookhaven 


Institutional Members: 


All Saints Episcopal College, Vicksburg 

Canton High School Library, Q’Milla Collins, Librarian 

Clarke Mem. Coll., Newton, Mr. Shildes Johnson, Lbn. 

Clarksdale-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Anona Jenkins, Lbn. 

D. S. T. C. Lib., Cleveland, Eleanor Harkins, Lbn. 

Doubleday & Company, Garden City, New York, Walter O’Keefe, Sales 
Mgr. 

First Regional Library, Hernando, James Housel, Director 

Gulfport-Carnegie-Harrison Co. Lib., Maria F. Persons, Lbn. 

Harriette Person Mem. Lib., Port Gibson, Margaret A. Guthrie, Lbn. 

Jackson-Carnegie Pub. Lib., Pearl Sneed, Lbn. 

Jenkins Book Company, New Orleans, Louisiana 

Lauren Rogers Library and Museum of Art, Laurel, Nell Davis, Lbn. 

Lincoln Co. Lib., Brookhaven, Elenora Gralow, Lbn. 

Mississippi College Library, Clinton, Mrs. Claudia S. Landrum, Lbn. 

Mississippi State College Lib., Donald E. Thompson, Director of Libs. 

Mississippi State Dept. of Archives and History, Jackson, Dr. W. D. 
McCain, Director 

Mississippi University Library, Sykes Hartin, Director of Libraries 

Picayune Public Library, Mrs. C. O. Underwood, Libn. 

Rowland Medical Library, University, Irene Holloway, Lbn. 
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St. Aloysius School, Sisters of Mercy, Meridian 

St. John School, Gulfport, Sister M. Loyola, R. S. M., Lbn. 

St. Joseph’s School, Box 1345, Jackson, Sister Mary Aurelia, R. S. M., Lbn. 

Silver City Cons. H. Sch., Silver City, Mrs. Mabel Smith, Lbn. 

Southern Library Bindery, Nashville, Tennessee, Mr. Ernest M. Allen 

Street Clinic Library, Vicksburg, Mrs. Frances M. Betts, Lbn. 

Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point, Lucile Miller, Librarian 

Wm. Alexander Percy Memorial Library, Greenville, Mrs. L. R. Flinn, 
Lbn. 


1953 members as of May 22, 1953 


College Libns. (Incl. Jr. Coll.) & Special Libns. 58 
Public Libns. 62 
School Libns.__.____ 101 
Trustees 67 
Others (Lib. Comm. Bd. & Staff; Exhibitors: C.L.M.; 
Lib. Sch. instructors; Retired Libns.; Friends: etc. 52 
Total Individual members (Incl. 2 life members) 340 
Institutional members 36 
Total membership _ os 376 


4). 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES — REMINDER 


Mary Alice Hatchett, Chairman, Membership Committee, reminds 
those who have not joined the Mississippi Library Association to send 
their dues to Miss Elizabeth Dakin, Secretary-Treasurer, Delta State 
Teachers College, Cleveland, Mississippi. Individual dues $1.00, Institu- 
tional dues $2.50. 
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GOVERNOR WHITE APPOINTS LIBRARY COMMISSION BOARD 
MEMBER 





June 4, 1953 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
To the Members of the Mississippi Library Association 
From — Anona Jenkins, President 


I find that Mississippi Library News is just going to press and instead 
of sending personal letters I take this means of informing the membership 
of the results of the recent election. 


Governor White has notified me that he has appointed Mr. Donald 
E. Thompson, Director of Libraries at State College, to the Board of Com- 
missioners of the Mississippi Library Commission to succeed Mrs. Augusta 
B. Richardson of Corinth whose appointment expires on June 30, 1953. 
Mr. Thompson received 138 votes which was a majority of the votes cast. 
Three hundred seventy-seven ballots were mailed to members of the 
Association and 268 were returned. These ballots were opened and 
counted on May 30, 1953, by Elizabeth Dakin, Secretary- Treasurer, repre- 
senting college libraries; Anona Jenkins, President, representing public 
libraries; Mary Joan Finger, representing high school libraries. 


Names on the ballot were submitted by the following Nominating 
Committee: Willie D. Halsell, Lee County Library, Tupelo; Mrs. Mary 
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Evans, State College Library; Mrs. Roberta Abney, High School Library, 
Amory. The following names appeared on the ballot: 


Mrs. Josephine Alexander, All Saints College, Vicksburg 
Jeanne Broach, Public Library, Meridian 

Nell Davis, Rogers Memorial Library, Laurel 

Elenora Gralow, Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 
Anna Roberts, Mississippi Southern, Hattiesburg 
Donald Thompson, Mississippi State College 


On behalf of the Nominating Committee, the Executive Board and 
the members of the Mississippi Library Association, I want to thank 
each of those who agreed to have their names appear on the ballot. Each 
one would have been an excellent choice and the Association is to be 
congratulated on having so many outstanding members who are qualified 
to serve on such an important board as the Mississippi Library Commis- 
sion Board of Commissioners. 
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BOUND BOOKS 
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FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY 
(Division of Wilcox & Follett Co.) 
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